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Guidance for Principals: 
Writing a Support Letter for Outdoor Education

The most effective letters are those that are personalised and reflect the unique experiences of each school. However, if it’s helpful, we’ve included some ideas you can adapt if you wish. If you are really short on time, we have a ‘copy and paste’ template on page 2.
Purpose:
To support the recognition of Outdoor Education (OE) on the senior subject list, with a Ministry of Education-developed curriculum.

Key Points you could include:
1. Introduce Your School
· State the context (e.g. school size, community, location).
· Briefly note how long your school has offered OE and how many students take part.
2. Value of Outdoor Education for Students
· Examples of how OE contributes to student wellbeing, resilience, teamwork, self-management and leadership.
· Ways OE caters for diverse learners (hands-on and academic).
· Any observed impact on engagement, attendance, or achievement.
· Any research or data that could support your letter (school data or acedemic)
3. Contribution to Curriculum and Pathways
· How OE strengthens connections to the environment and community.
· Pathways from OE into tertiary study, vocational training, or employment.
4. Why Ministry Recognition Matters
· Consistency and credibility across schools.
· Ensures equitable access for all ākonga.
· Raises the mana of the subject as a legitimate senior option.
· Provides curriculum resources and assessment standards that reflect best practice.
5. Closing Statement
· Strongly recommend OE be recognised as a senior subject with its own curriculum developed by the Ministry of Education.
· Reiterate your school’s support.

Copy and Paste Template

[School Letterhead]
[Date]
To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing on behalf of [School Name] to express strong support for Outdoor Education (OE) being recognised on the senior subject list, with a Ministry of Education-developed curriculum.

Outdoor Education is an integral and valued part of our senior curriculum. At [School Name], OE has:
· Provided students with opportunities to develop critical life skills such as teamwork, leadership, risk assessment, resilience, self-management and problem-solving.
· Supported wellbeing by engaging students in meaningful outdoor contexts that balance academic and practical learning.
· Created pathways for diverse learners, those who thrive in hands-on learning environments as well as those excelling in the academic aspects of the subject.
· Strengthened connections to local environments and communities, helping ākonga understand their place within Aotearoa New Zealand.
Recognising OE on the senior subject list, with an aligned curriculum, would:
· Ensure consistency and quality across schools.
· Raise the mana of the subject as a credible, Ministry-supported option for learners.
· Provide ākonga with equitable access to pathways into tertiary study, vocational training, and employment.
We strongly encourage the Ministry to take this opportunity to secure Outdoor Education as a subject with its own curriculum framework developed by the Ministry of Education. Doing so will enable us to continue offering authentic, engaging, and future-focused learning for our students.
Yours sincerely,
[Principal’s Name]
Principal

	
	
	



image.png
EDUCATION
OUTDOORS

)
‘@ NEW ZEALAND

BRING OUTDOOR ED BACKIIN





