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Introduction & Template for External Providers and Organisations

Kia ora,

Thank you for supporting Outdoor Education (OE). The Ministry of Education is proposing to remove OE from the senior curriculum subject list. This means no curriculum, assessments, or resources will be developed by the Ministry, putting the subject at serious risk of disappearing from many schools.

As an organisation working alongside schools or in the sector and beyond, your voice is powerful. You see first-hand the value of Outdoor Education in developing students’ skills, supporting schools, and strengthening links to tourism, recreation, and conservation as well as other sectors. 

This document provides two simple ways you can make a submission:
· Option A: Guided Questions – respond to prompts to create your own personalised submission. These highlight your unique perspective as an organisation and carry strong weight.
· Option B: Quick Fill Letter – copy and paste the pre-drafted letter, add your details and experience, and send it in.
Both options are included below. Every submission makes a real difference.

Deadline: 15th September 2025
Send submissions to: nceaconsultation@education.govt.nz

Option A
Guided Questions Template: Submission to Ministry of Education – Outdoor Education
Use these questions to write your own letter (submission) and email it through as an attachment to nceaconsultation@education.govt.nz

Q1. Why is Outdoor Education important to your organisation and the communities you serve?
(e.g. Provides pathways into tourism, conservation, and recreation; builds transferable skills; strengthens community partnerships with schools)

Q2. What concerns you about Outdoor Education being removed from the senior subject list?
(e.g. Loss of academic recognition, schools dropping the subject, reduced student demand, loss of skilled workforce pipeline)

Q3. What benefits have you seen through partnerships with schools in Outdoor Education?
(e.g. Students engaging who might otherwise leave school, development of future staff and volunteers, regional economic contribution)

Q4. What do you want the Ministry to do?
(e.g. Retain OE as a recognised senior subject, ensure curriculum and assessment development by the Ministry of Education, recognise its value)


Option B
Letter Template: Submission to Ministry of Education – Outdoor Education
Copy and paste the below text into a new word document, personalise it with your story. Then email it through as an attachment to nceaconsultation@education.govt.nz

Tēnā koutou,

I am writing on behalf of [Organisation name] to express our concern about the removal of Outdoor Education from the senior curriculum subject list.

As an organisation that [partners with schools / works in the sector], we see the impact Outdoor Education has on students every day. It provides unique learning opportunities, develops teamwork, resilience, and leadership, and creates pathways into employment in outdoor recreation, tourism, conservation, and education.

[Insert your organisation’s example here: __________________________]

Removing Outdoor Education from the senior subject list will mean the Ministry of Education will not provide curriculum, assessment, or resource development. This would leave schools unsupported and risks schools dropping the subject entirely. It also undermines a proven pathway into tertiary study and careers in industries vital to New Zealand’s economy.

I strongly urge the Ministry to retain Outdoor Education as a senior curriculum subject, with curriculum and assessment support developed by the Ministry of Education.

Ngā mihi,
Name: _____________________
Organisation: ____________________
Role: _____________________
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